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STATE OF ILLINO S
91ST GENERAL ASSEMBLY
REGULAR SESSI ON
SENATE TRANSCRI PT

17th Legi sl ative Day March 9, 1999

PRESI DENT PHI LI P:

The regul ar Session of the 91st General Assenbly will please
cone to order. WIIl the Menbers pl ease be at their desks, and
will our guests in the galleries please rise? Qur prayer today
will be given by Pastor R ck Wenneborg, Chatham Christian Church,
Chatham Illinois. Pastor Wenneborg.

PASTOR RI CK VENNEBORG
(Prayer by Pastor Ri ck Wennebor Q)
PRESI DENT PHI LI P:
Pl ease remai n standing for the Pl edge of All egiance. Senat or
Si eben.
SENATOR S| EBEN:
(Pl edge of Allegiance, |ed by Senator Sieben)
PRESI DENT PHI LI P
Readi ng of the Journal, M. Secretary.
SECRETARY HARRY

Senate Journals of Tuesday, March 2nd, and Wednesday, March
3rd, 1999.

PRESI DENT PHI LI P:

Senator Myers.



SENATOR MYERS

M. President, | nove that the Journals just read by the
Secretary be approved, unless sone Senator has additions or
corrections to offer.
PRESI DENT PHI LI P

Senator Myers noves to approve the Journal just read. There
being no objection, so ordered. Senator Myers, for the second
time.
SENATOR MYERS

M. President, | nove that reading and approval of the Journa
of Thursday, March 4th, in the year 1999, be postponed, pending

arrival of the printed Journal

1
STATE OF ILLINO S
91ST GENERAL ASSEMBLY
REGULAR SESSI ON
SENATE TRANSCRI PT
17th Legi sl ati ve Day March 9, 1999

PRESI DENT PHI LI P

Senator Mers noves to postpone the reading and the approval
of the Journal, pending the arrival of the printed transcript.
There being no objection, so ordered. Comittee Reports.
SECRETARY HARRY!

Senator Dillard, Chair of the Conmittee on Local Covernnent,
reports Senate Bills 286, 820, 844 and 939 Do Pass; Senate Bills

235, 387, 536, 537, 804 and 868 Do Pass, as Amended.



Senator Syverson, Chair of the Committee on Public Health and
Wl fare, reports Senate Bills 353, 473, 672, 762 and 881 Do Pass;
and Senate Bills 458, 498, 541, 544, 563, 646 and 850 Do Pass, as
Anmended.
PRESI DENT PHI LI P
I ntroduction of Bills.
SECRETARY HARRY
Senate Bill 1213, offered by Senator Parker
(Secretary reads title of bill)
Senate Bill 1214, by Senator Mers.
(Secretary reads title of bill)
Senat or Radogno offers Senate Bill 1215.
(Secretary reads title of bill)
Senate Bill 1216, by Senator Cullerton.
(Secretary reads title of bill)
Senator Bow es offers Senate Bill 1217.
(Secretary reads title of bill)
Senate Bill 1218, by Senator Bow es.
(Secretary reads title of bill)
Senate Bill 1219, presented by Senator Bow es.
(Secretary reads title of bill)
Senate Bill 1220, Senator Bow es.
(Secretary reads title of bill)

Senat or Shaw of fers Senate Bill 1221
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(Secretary reads title of bill)
And Senate Bill 1222, by Senator Shaw.
(Secretary reads title of bill)
1st Reading of the bills.
PRESI DENT PHI LI P
Senat or Denuzi o, for what purpose do you rise?
SENATOR DEMJZI O
Thank you, M. President. 1'd like the record to reflect that
Senator Viverito is absent today due to the weather conditions.
And also, Senator Bowles is absent today. She's attending the
funeral of the death of her brother. So there's a death in the
famly. 1'd like the record to so reflect.
PRESI DENT PHI LI P
The record will so indicate. Resolutions.
SECRETARY HARRY
Senate Resol ution 23 {sic} (57), offered by Senator Dudycz.
It's substantive.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR GEO KARI S)

Good norning, Ladies and Gentlenen. W're going to start on

page 2 with 2nd Reading. Top of the page. ...going to start with
Senate Bills 2nd Reading on the top of page 2. Senate Bill 6.
Senator O Ml | ey. Senator O Malley? Senate Bill -- out of the

record. Ch. Senator O Malley, Senate Bill 6? Qut of the record.

Senate Bill 13. Senator Syverson. Senator Syverson? Qut of the



record. Senate Bill 26. Senator  Pet ka. Qut of the record.
Senate Bill 29. Senator Parker? Qut of the record. Senate Bil
31. Senator Sieben. CQut of the record. Senate Bill 32. Senator
O Malley. Qut of the record. Senate Bill 38. Senator Karpiel?
Pl ease read the bill, M. Secretary.
SECRETARY HARRY

Senate Bill 38.

(Secretary reads title of bill)
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2nd Reading of the bill. The Conmittee on Revenue adopted one
amendnent .
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER ( SENATOR GEO- KAR! S)
Any further anmendnents?
SECRETARY HARRY
No further anendnments reported.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR GEO KARI S)
3rd Reading. Senate Bill 39. Senat or Madi gan? Robert

Madi gan? Senator -- read the bill, M. Secretary.
SECRETARY HARRY
Senate Bill 39.

(Secretary reads title of bill)



2nd Reading of the bill. The Comrittee on Revenue adopted one
amendnent .
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR GEO KARI S)
Any further anmendnents?
SECRETARY HARRY
No further anendnents reported.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER.  ( SENATOR GEO- KAR! S)
3rd Reading. Senate Bill 44, Senator Lauzen. Senat or

Lauzen? CQut of the record. Senate Bill 71. Senator Sieben. Qut

of the record. Senate Bill 82. Senator del Valle. Senator
del Valle. CQut of the record. Senate Bill 85. Senator Kl emm
Senator Kl emm Qut of the record. Senate Bill 110. Senator
Cl ayborne. Senator C ayborne? Senate Bill 110. Qut of the
record. Senate Bill 171. Senator Klemm Qut of the record.
Senate Bill 185. Senator Syverson. Senator Syverson? Qut of the
record. Senate Bill 204. Senator Rauschenberger. Qut of the
record. Senate Bill 206. Senator Radogno. Qut of the record
Senate Bill 217. Senator Syverson. Qut of the record. Senat e
Bill 223. Senator Hal vor son. Senator Hal vorson?  Senat or
Hal vorson. 223. Qut of the record. Senate Bill 248. Senat or
4
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Radogno. Read the bill, M. Secretary. 248.
SECRETARY HARRY!

Senate Bill 248.

(Secretary reads title of bill)

2nd Reading of the bill. No conmittee or Floor amendnents.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER. ( SENATOR GEO- KAR! S)

3rd Readi ng. Senate Bill 252, Senator Lauzen. Senator
Lauzen? Qut of the record. Senate Bill 268. Senator Parker?

Qut of the record. Senate Bill 276. Senator Cronin. Senator

Cronin? CQut of the record. Senate Bill 283. Senator WAl sh.
Thomas WAl sh. 283. Read the bill, M. Secretary. Qut of the
record. Senate Bill 287. Senator Syverson. Senator Syverson?

Qut of the record. Senate Bill 290. Senator Lauzen. CQut of the
record. Senate Bill 294. Senator Burzynski. Read the bill, M.
Secretary.
SECRETARY HARRY
Senate Bill 294,
(Secretary reads title of bill)
2nd Reading of the bill. No committee or Floor anendnents.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR GEO KARI S)
3rd Readi ng. Senate Bill 323. Senator Parker. Qut of the
record. Senate Bill 324. Senator Maitland. CQut of the record
Senate Bill 354. Senator Noland. Read the bill, M. Secretary.
SECRETARY HARRY
Senate Bill 354,
(Secretary reads title of bill)
2nd Reading of the bill. No conmmittee or Floor anendnents.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR GEO KARI S)

3rd Readi ng. Senate Bill 358. Senator O Malley. Read the



bill, M. Secretary.
SECRETARY HARRY!

Senate Bill 358.
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(Secretary reads title of bill)
2nd Reading of the bill. No conmittee or Floor anmendnents.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER ( SENATOR GEO- KAR! S)
3rd Reading. Senate Bill 363. Senator Thonas Wal sh? Qut of
the record. Senate Bill 401. Senator Hawkinson? Read the bill
M. Secretary.
SECRETARY HARRY!
Senate Bill 401.
(Secretary reads title of bill)
2nd Reading of the bill. The Conmittee on Judiciary adopted one
amendnent .
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER ( SENATOR GEO- KAR! S)
Have there -- any further anendnents filed?
SECRETARY HARRY!
No further anendnments reported.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR GEO KARI S)

3rd Reading. Senate Bill 402. Senator O Malley. Read the



bill, M. Secretary.
SECRETARY HARRY

Senate Bill 402.

(Secretary reads title of bill)

2nd Reading of the bill. No committee or Floor anendnents.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR GEO KARI S)

3rd Readi ng. Senate Bill 415. Senator Lauzen. Senat or
Lauzen? Qut of the record. Senate Bill 421. Senat or Thomas

Wal sh. Senat or Thomas Walsh. 421. Qut of the record. Senate

Bill 430. Senator Bonke? Qut of the record. Senator -- Senate
Bill 441. Senator Cronin? Qut of the record. Senate Bill 447.
Senator O Malley? 447. Read the bill, M. Secretary.

SECRETARY HARRY
Senate Bill 447.

(Secretary reads title of bill)
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2nd Reading of the bill. No conmittee or Floor anmendnents.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR GEO KARI S)

3rd Reading. Senate Bill 448. Senator Parker. Read the bill
M. Secretary.

SECRETARY HARRY



Senate Bill 448.
(Secretary reads title of bill)
2nd Reading of the bill. No committee or Floor anendnents.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR GEO- KARI §)

3rd Readi ng. Senate Bill 451. Senat or Ber nan. Senat or
Berman? CQut of the record. Senate Bill 452. Senator Burzynski
Read the bill, M. Secretary.

SECRETARY HARRY
Senate Bill 452.
(Secretary reads title of bill)
2nd Reading of the bill. No conmittee or Floor amendnents.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR GEO KARI S)
3rd Reading. Senate Bill 461. Senator O Malley? Read the
bill, M. Secretary.
SECRETARY HARRY!
Senate Bill 461.
(Secretary reads title of bill)
2nd Reading of the bill. No committee or Floor amendnents.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER ( SENATOR GEO- KAR! S)
3rd Reading. Senate Bill 462. Senat or WAt son? Read the
bill, M. Secretary.
SECRETARY HARRY!
Senate Bill 462.
(Secretary reads title of bill)
2nd Reading of the bill. No conmittee or Floor amendnents.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER. ( SENATOR GEO- KAR! S)

3rd Readi ng. Senate Bill 463. Senat or Watson. Read the
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bill, M. Secretary.
SECRETARY HARRY
Senate Bill 463.
(Secretary reads title of bill)
2nd Reading of the bill. No conmittee or Floor amendnents.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR GEO KARI S)
3rd Reading. Senate Bill 358. Senator -- |'m sorry. 464.
Senator WAtson, what purpose do you rise? 464. Senator Watson
M. Secretary, read the bill.
SECRETARY HARRY
Senate Bill 464.
(Secretary reads title of bill)
2nd Reading of the bill. No conmittee or Floor amendnents.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER. ( SENATOR GEO- KAR! S)
3rd Reading. Senate Bill 466. Senator Sullivan? Read the
bill, M. Secretary.
SECRETARY HARRY!
Senate Bill 466.
(Secretary reads title of bill)
2nd Reading of the bill. No conmittee or Floor amendnents.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR GEO KARI S)



3rd Reading. Senate Bill 547. Senator Lauzen? Qut of the
record. Senate Bill 549. Senator Trotter? Senator Trotter? CQut
of the record. Senate Bill 565. Senator Cbama. Senat or Cbhama?

Qut of the record. Senate Bill 566. Senator Hal vorson. Qut of

the record. Senate Bill 574. Hawki nson. Qut of the record.
Senate Bill 658. Senat or Peterson? Qut of the record. Senate
Bill 659. Senator Peterson. Read the bill, M. Secretary.

SECRETARY HARRY
Senate Bill 659.
(Secretary reads title of bill)

2nd Reading of the bill. No committee or Floor anendnents.
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PRESI DI NG OFFI CER ( SENATOR GEO- KAR! S)

3rd Reading. Senate Bill 665. Senator Peterson. Read the
bill, M. Secretary.
SECRETARY HARRY!

Senate Bill 665.

(Secretary reads title of bill)

2nd Reading of the bill. The Conmittee on Revenue adopted one
amendnent .

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR GEO KARI S)



Have t here been any other amendnents fil ed?
SECRETARY HARRY!

No further anendnments reported, Madam Secretary {sic}.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER ( SENATOR GEO- KAR! S)

3rd Reading. Senate Bill 667. Senator Cronin? Qut of the

record. Senate Bill 754, Senator Shaw. 754. Senator Shaw?
Read the bill, M. Secretary. I|I'msorry. Senate Bill -- Senate
Bill 745. Senator Shaw. Read the bill, M. Secretary.

SECRETARY HARRY!
Senate Bill 745,
(Secretary reads title of bill)
2nd Reading of the bill. No conmittee or Floor amendnents.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER ( SENATOR GEO- KAR! S)
3rd Reading. Senate Bill 746. Senator Shaw. Read the bill,
M. Secretary.
SECRETARY HARRY
Senate Bill 746.
(Secretary reads title of bill)
2nd Reading of the bill. No committee or Floor anendnents.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR GEO KARI S)
3rd Reading. Senate Bill 753. Senator Radogno. Qut of the
record. Senate Bill 770. Senat or Rea? Read the bill, M.

Secretary.
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SECRETARY HARRY

Senate Bill 770.

(Secretary reads title of bill)

2nd Reading of the bill. The Conmittee on State Governnent
Qper ati ons adopt ed one anendnent.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR GEO KARI S)

Any further anendnents?
SECRETARY HARRY!

No further anendnents reported.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER ( SENATOR GEO- KAR! S)

3rd Reading. Senate Bill 815. Senator Thomas Wal sh? Senat or

Thomas Wal sh. Qut of the record. Senate Bill 879. Senat or
Lauzen? Qut of the record. Senate Bill 890. Senator Dillard?
Qut of the record. Senate Bill 932. Senat or Rauschenber ger
Pl ease read the bill, M. Secretary.

SECRETARY HARRY!

Senate Bill 932.

(Secretary reads title of bill)

2nd Reading of the bill. No conmittee or Floor amendnents.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER ( SENATOR GEO- KAR! S)

3rd Reading. Conmmittee Reports.
SECRETARY HARRY!

Senator Waver, Chair of the Conmittee on Rules, reports the
foll owi ng Legislative Measures have been assigned: Refer -- or,
re-referred fromthe Judiciary Conmittee to the Rules Conmittee -

Senate Bill 1064; referred to the Conmttee on Public Health and



Wlfare - Senate Bill 1064; to the Cormittee on State CGover nment
Qperations - Senate Arendnent 2 to Senate Bill 70; and Be Approved
For Consideration - Senate Arendnent 2 to Senate Bill 38, Senate
Amendnent 1 to Senate Bill 257, Senate Amendnent 2 to Senate Bill
283, Senate Anendnent 1 to Senate Bill 481

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR GEO- KARI §)
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Senat or Denuzi o, for what purpose do you rise, sir?
SENATOR DEMJZI O
Thank you, Madam President. |1'd like the record to reflect

also that Senator Berman also is absent today due to the weat her
condi ti ons.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR GEO KARI S)

So noted. Ladies and Gentlenen of the Senate, we're going to
the Oder of 3rd Reading on page 6. And could we ask you to be a

l[ittle quieter. You can discuss whatever you w sh, but you can do

it very quietly, because you're very noisy. 3rd Reading. Senat e
bills on page 6. Senate Bill -- Senator Rauschenberger? Senate
Bill 17? Qut of the record. Senate Bill 20. Senat or

Rauschenber ger ? Senate Bill 20. Qut of the record. Senate Bil

45. Senator -- Senator Parker. Read the bill, Mss Secretary.



ACTI NG SECRETARY HAVKER:
Senate Bill 45
(Secretary reads title of bill)
3rd Reading of the bill.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR GEO KARI S)
Senat or Par ker.
SENATOR PARKER:

Thank you, Madam President, Ladies and GCentlemen of the
Senat e. Senate Bill 45 nerely puts on a opportunity for a
checkoff for children's cancer on their inconme tax form | would
answer any questions and woul d ask for a favorable vote.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR GEO KARI S)

Any further discussion? Any further discussion? Hearing
none, the question is, shall Senate Bill 45 pass. Those in favor,
vote Aye. Those opposed will vote Nay. The voting is open. Have
all voted who wi shed? Have all voted who wi shed? Have all voted
who wi shed? Take the record, Madam Secretary. On that question

there are 53 voting Aye, none voting Nay, none voting Present.
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And this bill, having received the required constitutiona

majority, is hereby decl ared passed. Senate Bill 48. Senat or



Silverstein. Read the bill, Mdam Secretary.
ACTI NG SECRETARY HAVKER:

Senate Bill 48

(Secretary reads title of bill)

3rd Reading of the bill.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR GEO KARI S)

Senator Silverstein.
SENATOR SI LVERSTEI N:

Yes, Mss President. This bill is an attenpt to close an
existing loophole in Illinois law. It -- it rises out of the
unfortunate incident that happened in Washington this sumer,

where an individual shot and killed two police officers in the

U S Capitol. The i ndi vidual obtained his firearm owner
identification card in Illinois and has a history of nental
illness. VWhat this law -- what this bill would do, would allow

the State Police, upon their request, to check into other states

to see if anyone else has any nental illness, by the applicants
signing a waiver. | think it's an inportant neasure and --
sonething that has to be put into effect. 1'll address any
guesti ons.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR GEO KARI S)
Any further discussion? Senator Jacobs.
SENATOR JACCBS:
Thank you, Madam President, Ladies and GCentlenen of the
Senate. Wuld the Senator yield for a question or two?
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER. ( SENATOR GEO- KAR! S)
He said he woul d.

SENATCOR JACOBS:



Senator, why would you want to allow the State Police to have

this authority?

12
STATE OF ILLINO S
91ST GENERAL ASSEMBLY
REGULAR SESSI ON
SENATE TRANSCRI PT
17th Legi sl ative Day March 9, 1999

Seens to nme that this is a trenendous authority you're giving to
the Illinois State Police.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR GEO KARI S)
Senator Silverstein.
SENATOR S| LVERSTEI N:

In 1997, six thousand of these cards were revoked. Twelve
hundred was revoked in Illinois because individuals had nental
i Il nesses. That's a serious nunber. W're allowing the State
Police to go into another state, if those records are avail able,
to check if sonmeone does have a mental illness that would forbid
themfromagetting a card in Illinois.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR GEO KARI S)

Senat or Jacobs.

SENATOR JACCBS:

Is -- would you consider, beings that we're only talking

twel ve hundred and six thousand, is this special |egislation?

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR GEO KARI S)



Senator Silverstein.

SENATOR S| LVERSTEI N:
I don't think so

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER ( SENATOR GEO- KAR! S)
Senat or Jacobs.

SENATCOR JACOBS:

Yeah. | see where the Gty of Chicago is a proponent of this
and the Illinois Medical Society is opposed to it. Can you tel
me why the Illinois Medical Society would be opposed to a bil

that purportedly is going to save |ives?

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR GEO KARI S)
Senator Silverstein.

SENATOR SI LVERSTEI N:

| think that their objections were satisfied because an
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anendnment was nmade that it would be discretionary upon the State
Pol i ce.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR GEO KARI S)
Senat or Jacobs.
SENATOR JACOBS:

Well, just one nore question and then I'Il -- then I'Il close,



Madam President. It appears to ne that we're being a Ilittle
frivolous here and -- and | think that this is the type bill that
you probably shoul d reconsi der and have pulled out of the record.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER ( SENATOR GEO- KAR! S)

Any further discussion? Senator Peterson.

SENATOR PETERSON:

Thank you, Madam President. Wuld the sponsor yield?
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR GEO KARI S)

He indicates that he wll.

SENATOR PETERSON:

Senator, you said that the State Police will have to do extra
investigations of these individuals and work with other states.
How many nore personnel are we going to have to hire to do this?
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER.  ( SENATOR GEO- KAR! S)

Senator Silverstein.

SENATOR SI LVERSTEI N:

None. This will be upon their request. They have thirty days
to process the application. So this would just be a natter of if
they know that an individual was living in another state, to check
that state to see if they have any nental health records on that
individual. It will cost the State no nonies.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER ( SENATOR GEO- KAR! S)
Senat or Pet erson.
SENATOR PETERSON:
Senator, we've had these bills before, and pretty soon you're

going to be comng in next year and the State Police are going to
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ask for a big appropriation 'cause they need nore conputers.
They're going to need nore personnel and, you know, it's just
going to be a costly -- a costly type of piece of |egislation. I
think you should reconsider this and nmaybe | ook at sonme of the
ram fications.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR GEO KARI S)

Further discussion? Senator Hendon.
SENATOR HENDON:

Thank you, Madam President. Senator, how | ong have you been
here in the Senate?

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER. ( SENATOR GEO- KAR! S)

Senator Silverstein, will you respond, please?
SENATOR S| LVERSTEI N:

Met aphysically or nentally? This is ny -- in fact, it is
going to be less than a nonth.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER ( SENATOR GEO- KAR! S)

Senat or Hendon.

SENATOR HENDON:

So, in less than a nonth, do you think that you're qualified
to cone up wth such substantial piece of |egislation? | nean,
this is your first bill, isn't it?

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR GEO KARI S)

Senat or Silverstein.



SENATOR SI LVERSTEI N:

Yes. Yeah, | think I'mfairly qualified, given the esteened
col l eagues |' m surrounded on this side of the aisle.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR GEO KARI S)

Senat or Hendon.

SENATOR HENDON:

Is -- is this some |eftover Howie Carroll bill that you found
in his desk drawer or sonmething? | mean, | see Howie Carroll's
fingerprints all over this legislation. And | just want to know
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that. Is this -- is this a Howie Carroll bill that you pron sed
to carry for Howie or...
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR GEO KARI S)
Senator Silverstein.
SENATOR SI LVERSTEI N:
Howie sat in front of you. I'mtw down, and the answer is
No.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR GEO KARI S)
Anyt hing further, Senator Hendon?
SENATOR HENDON:

Well, not to belabor the point, but I -- | just think that



once again we find sone freshman barely knows where -- where the
bano is, the bathroom He just got here. And all of a sudden he
-- he want to save the entire world with legislation such as this.
I -- 1 just can't see voting for this legislation, and I do
believe that it was sonmething he found in Howie Carroll's desk,
who was a little taller and a little nore handsone, if | mght
add.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER. ( SENATOR GEO- KAR! S)

Further discussion? Senator Sullivan.
SENATOR SULLI VAN

The sponsor vyiel d?
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR GEO KARI S)

He indicates that he wll.
SENATOR SULLI VAN

Sponsor, our -- our conputers aren't comng up wth the
analysis on it. Wo are the opponents to this |egislation?
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER ( SENATOR GEO- KAR! S)

Senator Silverstein.
SENATOR SI LVERSTEI N:

The Medical Society and the National Rifle Association. But

-- but I don't -- | don't believe the Medical Society is opposed,
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based upon the anmendnent.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR GEO KARI S)

Anyt hing further? Senator Silverstein.
SENATOR S| LVERSTEI N:

Yes.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER.  ( SENATOR GEO- KAR! S)

Anyt hing further? Senate -- Senator Burzynski
SENATOR BURZYNSKI :

Thank you, Madam President. WII| the sponsor yield?
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER. ( SENATOR GEO- KAR! S)

He indicates that he wll.

SENATOR BURZYNSKI :

Ckay. Unl ess | m sunderstood sonething, nmy anal ysis does say
that the State Police are also opponents to the bill. Is that
correct?

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR GEO KARI S)
Senat or Sil verstein.

SENATOR SI LVERSTEI N:

No. There was an anendnent that was adopted on the Floor
They wanted it discretionary -- nake it discretionary upon
thensel ves so they can nove the process faster. They're no

| onger opposed.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR GEO KARI S)
Senat or Bur zynski
SENATOR BURZYNSKI :
So the anmendnent that nade it discretionary, that allowed them

to be selective in who they requested the background check for is



what nade -- is what nade themrenove their opposition?
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR GEO KARI S)

Senator Silverstein.
SENATOR SI LVERSTEI N:

The reason they -- they wanted to nake it discretionary, if --
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if they have knowl edge that the individual has sone nental
illness. They didn't want to go through each application, 'cause
-- to hold off the application, but if they -- and the process,
but if there was some information that the individual had nental
illness, this would allowthem to investigate this in another
state.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER ( SENATOR GEO- KAR! S)

Anyt hi ng further, Senator Burzynski?
SENATOR BURZYNSKI :

Do any other states provide this kind of check now?
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR GEO KARI S)

Senator Silverstein.
SENATOR SI LVERSTEI N:

No. W would be the first and one of the |eading states,

whi ch puts us ahead of -- of the gane.



PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR GEO KARI S)

Senat or Bur zynski
SENATOR BURZYNSKI :

Wuld it not be better to draft a resolution that would
encourage the State of Illinois to enter into intergovernnental
agreenments with other states to provide this sort of background
check, rather than making it mandatory through | egislation?
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR GEO KARI S)

Senator -- Senator Silverstein.

SENATOR S| LVERSTEI N:
Al states do this wth their own applicants. Wat we're

doing is we're trying to set up a systemto prevent what happened

in Washi ngton again. And that's it. |If states do have a -- a
conputer printout of individuals that have nental illnesses, this
will allow us to goin and -- and tap that. |[If they don't, then

we're precluded and it's stopped.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR GEO- KARI §)
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Senat or Bur zynski
SENATOR BURZYNSKI :

| -- | guess ny question is whether or not we could do that



now wthout the legislation, but, also, | am a little bit
concerned about the State Police having t he di scretionary
authority to pick and choose which records or files that they
request, as well. And | think that could potentially create a
problemwi th discrimnation.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER. ( SENATOR GEO- KAR! S)

Anyt hing further? Senator Demuzio. Senator Denuzio?
SENATOR DEMJZI O

Well, thank you very nmuch. Can you -- if the Senator wll
yield for a question, please.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR GEO KARI S)

I'msure that he will.

SENATOR DEMJZI O

Can you tell me why the National Rifle Association and the
State Medical Society are opposed to this bill?

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER.  ( SENATOR GEO- KAR! S)

Senator Silverstein.

SENATOR S| LVERSTEI N:

The State Medical Society is supporting the bill based upon
the amendnent. | think the Rifle Association opposes it for
obvi ous reasons.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER ( SENATOR GEO- KAR! S)

Senat or Denuzi o.

SENATOR DEMUYZI O

Well, | had questions about this bill and I was prepared to
vote against it until the gentleman to ny right, M. Hendon, got
up and spoke against it. It nust be a good bill, so | think I'm
going to vote for it.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR GEO KARI S)
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Further discussion? Senator Dudycz.
SENATOR DUDYCZ:

Thank you, Madam President. Senator Silverstein, there's no
nati onal database of this kind that we know of. R ght?
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER ( SENATOR GEO- KAR! S)

Senator Silverstein.

SENATOR SI LVERSTEI N:
That's correct.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR GEO KARI S)
Senat or Demnuzi o {sic}.

SENATOR DUDYCZ:

And -- and it says that we woul d have to have the cooperation
of every U S. state in the territory for us to be able to check on
the crimnal -- or the nental history of a -- a FAOD applicant.
And the State Police would be responsible for getting this
i nformation?

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR GEO KARI S)

Senator Silverstein.

SENATOR S| LVERSTEI N:

The ideal situation was if we had a national database, but



that's not the fact. The point of the matter is, the State
Police, with -- with the waiver that would be signed, would be
allowed to ask another state for an individual's status. You got
to remenber here, the reason for this bill is there's a -- there's
a right of privacy and what we're asking these applicant's to do,
if they want a gun so nuch, let's make sure that they're nentally
conpetent and physical, not even in Illinois, but other states.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER. ( SENATOR GEO- KAR! S)

Anyt hing further? Senator Dudycz.
SENATOR DUDYCZ:

How woul d the investigation take place? Wuld that State

Police officer have to go to the hone state or the previous

20
STATE OF ILLINO S
91ST GENERAL ASSEMBLY
REGULAR SESSI ON
SENATE TRANSCRI PT
17th Legi sl ati ve Day March 9, 1999
| ocation of where that -- that applicant lived and check wth

their | aw enforcenent?
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER ( SENATOR GEO- KAR! S)
Senator Silverstein.
SENATOR S| LVERSTEI N:
Based upon ny research, they would have to check with that
state's nental health records, simlar to what we have here in

Illinois, if they do exist. |If they don't, they don't, but this



just gives an added tool to the State Police.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER. ( SENATOR GEO- KAR! S)
Senat or Dudycz.

SENATOR DUDYCZ:

And do you know what it would cost to send all these State
Police officers all over the country to be checking on the
background of these applicants?

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER. ( SENATOR GEO- KAR! S)

Senator Silverstein.

SENATOR SI LVERSTEI N:

W're not sending them It's a phone call or you fax the
waiver to the -- that departnment head. W wouldn't be sending
anybody anywhere.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR GEO KARI S)

Senat or Dudycz.

SENATOR DUDYCZ:

Thank you, Madam President. Just one -- one observation and
-- and one final question of Senator Silverstein. |In your opening
remarks or when responding to one of the questions earlier, you
sai d physically you' ve been here about -- you' ve been here about a
nmonth and then you nentioned netaphysically. How |ong have you
been here netaphysically?

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR GEO KARI S)

Senat or Silverstein.
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SENATOR S| LVERSTEI N:
"Il let my -- I'Il let Denuzio - | call him Socrates - answer
that question |ater
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER. ( SENATOR GEO- KAR! S)
Senat or Dudycz.
SENATOR DUDYCZ:
Just so -- just so..
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR GEO KARI S)
Senat or Dudycz.
SENATOR DUDYCZ:
Just so you know that, Senator Silverstein, you created
history today. For the first time, at least in the fifteen years

I've been down here, we've had one freshman questioni ng anot her

freshman on his first bill. Senator Sullivan stood up and was
guestioning you. So this nmust be a very historical day for you
and Senator Sullivan, since you're both debating a bill that

nei t her one of you know anyt hi ng about.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR GEO KARI S)

It's very historical when Senator Denuzi o can be Socrates the
G eek. Anyway, Senator Silverstein.
SENATOR SI LVERSTEI N:

I -- 1 just can't want until Senator Sullivan presents his
first bill. | hope we -- bring lunch with you, and dinner

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR GEO KARI S)



Senator -- any further discussion? Senator Trotter
SENATOR TROTTER:
Thank you very much. Just -- just clarification of a couple
of things that were said. WII| the sponsor yield?
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER ( SENATOR GEO- KAR! S)
He will vyield.
SENATOR TROTTER

Senator, | guess | mght have -- might have certainly m ssed
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sonet hi ng. Ri ckey Hendon, Senator Hendon, asked about your
qualifications and -- and | thought you said in conparison to

everyone on this side of the aisle, that you are certainly
qualified. Are you calling us nentally ill on this side of the
aisle, or -- or what?
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR GEO KARI S)

Senator Silverstein, would you like to respond to that?
SENATOR S| LVERSTEI N:

If -- if you want to introduce legislation to that effect,
"Il debate that, but..
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER ( SENATOR GEO- KAR! S)

Senator Trotter.



SENATOR TROTTER:

He's really -- he's obviously nade a deal already wth the
majority side, because | don't know how he's going to get a vote
on this one. Just a question. The standards of these other
states -- say that he's been in a nental institution, and ours
says within the past five years that -- if -- they can apply for
FAO {sic} (FAOD) card. So neaning, |'m assunmng, fromthis
| anguage, that if they had been in there six years or -- or prior
to that, that they're eligible to have it. Now, do these other
states that you're proposing that we deal wth have this sane
standard, or suppose they have a | ess standard than we do?

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER. ( SENATOR GEO- KAR! S)

The Senate woul d appreci ate the whistling subside. Thank you.
Senator Silverstein.

SENATOR SI LVERSTEI N:

That's correct. It -- it would be the sane wi ndow. That's
correct, Senator Trotter.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR GEO KARI S)

Anyt hing further, Senator Trotter?

SENATOR TROTTER:
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No. Just -- it's just surprising, again. And | agree wth
some of the previous speakers that we have a young man who
obviously is full of hinmself, who -- who's -- and -- and he's cone
forward to -- to vote for this bill. I'm-- I"'minclined to vote
with Senator Petka, as he did in commttee, for Present for this
bill.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER.  ( SENATOR GEO- KAR! S)

Further discussion? Senator Shaw.
SENATOR SHAW

Yes. WII the sponsor yield?
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR GEO KARI S)

He indicates that he will.

SENATOR SHAW

Yeah, Senator Silverstein, just a couple of questions. On the
-- on the nental health portion, in terns of checking other
states, howin depth would the State Police be pernitted to go?
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR GEO KARI S)

Senator Silverstein.

SENATOR S| LVERSTEI N:

Li ke | responded to Senator Dudycz, it would just be a mtter
of faxing the waiver to their nmental health department to see if
soneone has been decl ared i nconpetent or have had sone nental
illness. The reason the State Police wanted an anmendnent is they
have thirty days to process this application, and this should in
no way delay it.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR GEO KARI S)

Anyt hing further? Senator Shaw.
SENATOR SHAW

Yeah. Oh the -- wth the private-pay people that are in



private hospitals. Now, we understand about the state portion of
it, if you ve been into sone state facility. How does this bil

get to the private hospitals? How do you get that information
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fromthe private hospital ?
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER ( SENATOR GEO- KAR! S)

Senator Silverstein.

SENATOR SI LVERSTEI N:

Wth -- wth regard to the private pay, the court records
would be available to see if someone has been decl ar ed
i nconpet ent .

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR GEO KARI S)

Senat or Shaw.

SENATOR SHAW

No, | think you msunderstood ne. | -- I'mnentally ill,
okay? Let's turn that around. You are nentally ill and you go to
M chael Reese in Chicago; you register in there. How do -- how

would the State Police fromthis State get that from sone ot her
state?
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER ( SENATOR GEO KARI S)

Senat or Sil verstein.



SENATOR SI LVERSTEI N:

If I was nentally ill and after -- | might be after today, if
t hat i ndividual was receiving sonme type of public aid or
assi stance, those records woul d be avail abl e.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR GEO KARI S)

Senat or Shaw.
SENATOR SHAW

In other words, unless a person is on public aid or some type

of assistance you're going to mss -- the State Police is going to
mss a-- mss alarge segnent of people that are -- are possibly
mentally ill people that might be applying for weapons.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER ( SENATOR GEO KARI S)
Senat or Sil verstein.
SENATOR S| LVERSTEI N;

Not necessarily. |If there are court records or if there has
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been incidents where there has been reports to the police and
those states have a database, then they will catch it.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR GEO KARI S)

Senat or Shaw.

SENATOR SHAW



Al right. | thought | heard from one of the previous

Senators who questioned this, and | thought | heard you answer,

that there was no database set up -- national database set up for
such a -- a program And -- and finally, it -- it -- it seens to
me that -- and this is -- probably is a good bill, and |
understand your intent of the bill and -- but probably you need to
do a Ilittle nore work on it in ternms of including the people who
is not included in this bill, and that's the private-pay people

who register into a hospital, who the state or the Departnent of
Mental Health would not have access to their records, just
readily, to give the State Police. So if you care to respond to
that, but |I'm concerned about that portion of the -- of the bill,
is where that the -- the -- that group of people that's not caught
up in the net that you are looking at who's -- who's registered
into the state nental facilities. There's hundreds and thousands
of other hospitals that -- where that the private-pay people can
go that are nmentally ill and you woul d never be able to conme up
with a record under this bill.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER ( SENATOR GEO- KAR! S)

Did you wish to respond, Senator Silverstein?
SENATOR S| LVERSTEI N:

I -- 1 disagree. The Departnent of Human Services woul d have
a record of any individual who had been reported or registered in
a nmental institution. So they would definitely have records.
Now, it depends on each state. Sone states might not have it --
m ght not. You are correct. |f there was a national database,

that would be great, but that's for Congress to do, not for us.
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Wsh to cl ose
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER.  ( SENATOR GEO- KAR! S)

Further discussion? Senator Mlaro. Senator Ml aro.
SENATOR MOLARO

Thank you, Madam President. Sonetinmes when soneone has their
first bill, we -- we actually nake light of it and we forget
what's going on here, 'cause it's kind of a shane 'cause this is
kind of a crazy bill. The only thing | do want to ask, if the
sponsor will yield for a question.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER ( SENATOR GEO- KAR! S)

He indicates that he will.

SENATOR MOLARO

Besides, if you can answer again, whatever standard that the
State Police would have to be able to ask this, what if -- what if
the State Police or someone else mnisuses the information? I's
there any penalty in the bill for that m suse?

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR GEO KARI S)
Senator Silverstein.
SENATOR SI LVERSTEI N:
No. This is going to be with the -- solely the discretion of

the State Police to check another state to see whether or not he



or she has any nental problens or has been nmentally inconpetent,
and that would be the basis for refusing the -- the application.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR GEO KARI S)

Any further discussion, Senator Ml aro?
SENATOR MOLARO

One -- one last question. So -- so, therefore, iif -- |if
sonehow they get information, because this guy -- and it doesn't
stop himand it's msused by the State Police, for whatever
reason, do we have any...
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR GEO KARI S)

Senator Silverstein, will you respond, please?
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SENATOR S| LVERSTEI N:

Two things, the bill addresses that it's confidential, plus

there is a severe right of privacy here that would be intruded
upon. So your concerns are -- are alleviated with the
confidentiality.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  ( SENATOR GEO KARI S)

Any further discussion? Senator Thonas Wl sh.
SENATOR T. WALSH

Thank you, Madam President. | nove the previous question



PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR GEO KARI S)

Motion to nove the previous question granted. No further
speakers. Senator Silverstein, to close.
SENATOR SI LVERSTEI N:

This has truly been an experience. | have two other bills up
this norning, too. |n seriousness, this is an inportant neasure.
If it needs work, we'll do it in the House. But this is designed
to protect the citizens. It's -- it's an issue of privacy;
however, it's an issue of protecting Illinois citizens, and |I'd
ask for a Yes vote on this measure.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR GEO- KARI §)

The -- the question is, shall Senate Bill 48 pass. Those in
favor, vote Aye. Those opposed will vote Nay. The voting is
open. Have all voted who wi shed? Have all voted who wi shed?
Have all voted who wi shed? Any further votes? Mdam Secretary,

take the record. On that question, there are 42 voting Aye, 7
voting Nay, 3 voting Present. And this bill, having received the
required constitutional majority, is hereby declared passed.

Senate Bill 70. Senator Radogno. Qut of the question {sic}.

Senate Bill 105. Senat or Wt son. Senate Bill 109. Senator
Munoz. Senator Minoz? Senate Bill 109. Senate Bill 117.
Senator Luechtefeld. Read the bill, Madam Secretary. My | have
your attention, please? Senate Bill 117.
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ACTI NG SECRETARY HAVKER:

Senate Bill 117.

(Secretary reads title of bill)
1st Reading -- 3rd Reading of the bill
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR GEO KARI S)

Senat or Luechtefel d.

SENATOR LUECHTEFELD:

Thank you, Madam Presi dent and Menbers of the Senate. Senat e
Bill 117 anends the Alternative Health Care Delivery Act. There
is afacility inny district that handles severe brain injury.
They' ve been operating for approxinmately twenty years. They do
not fall into certain categories, such as maybe a nursing hone or
a health -- or a nmental health facility. The Department of Public
Aid has suggested that they be licensed. Oiginally this bil
woul d have licensed three of these throughout the State. This is
now sinply going to be one facility licensed. Wuld appreciate
your support. Wuld answer any questions that you m ght have.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER ( SENATOR GEO- KAR! S)

Any further discussion? Any further discussion? Heari ng

none, the question is, shall Senate Bill 117 pass. Those in
favor, vote Aye. Those opposed will vote Nay. The -- the voting
is open. Have all voted who wi shed? Have all voted who w shed?

Have all voted who wi shed? Take the record, Madam Secretary. O
that question, there are 52 voting Aye, none voting Nay, none
voting Present. And this bill, having received the required

constitutional nmgjority, is hereby declared passed. House Bills



1st Readi ng.
ACTI NG SECRETARY HAVKER:
House Bill 7.
(Secretary reads title of bill)
House Bill 387, offered by Senator O Daniel.

(Secretary reads title of bill)
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1st Reading of the bills.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: ( SENATOR GEO KARI S)
I's there any further business to cone before the Senate? | f

not, Senator Jones - Wndell Jones - noves that the Senate stand
adj ourned until the hour of noon, Wdnesday, Mrch 10. W stand

adjourned till the hour of noon, Wdnesday, March 10. Senate is

adj our ned.
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